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Our mission 

 

Working for the vision of kids with cataract 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our history 
 

Cataract Kids Australia Ltd was established in July 2017 as a charity for 
childhood cataract, with the purposes of:  
 
a) developing and making available consistent, high-quality information about 

congenital cataracts and related conditions, including information about 
treatment, post-operative care, support services and available funding; 

b) educating and supporting families and carers of children with cataracts; 
c) identifying limitations in current clinical practice regarding cataracts and 

advocating for research and practice guidelines to improve and 
standardise clinical care; 

d) raising awareness about the need for research into management and 
treatment of cataracts, particularly tailored to the needs of children with 
cataracts and their families; 

e) assisting to disseminate the findings of high-quality research about 
cataracts; and 

f) liaising and partnering with tertiary hospital clinics, ophthalmologists, 
optometrists, orthoptists, support staff, service providers, researchers and 
research institutions. 

 
 

 

Cataract Kids Australia acknowledges the traditional custodians of the lands on which 

we work, and their connections to the land, sea and community.  

 

We acknowledge that their sovereignty was never ceded, and we pay our respect to 

their elders past and present. 
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SECTION 1 AN OVERVIEW OF CATARACT KIDS AUSTRALIA 

 

ABOUT US 
 

Families of babies and children whose vision is affected by cataracts face many 
challenges. They may feel isolated and unsupported, have difficulty in accessing 
appropriate care, and find the practicalities of managing their child's condition 
overwhelming.  
 
Our goal is ultimately to improve the visual outcomes of children with 
cataract. We aim to enhance the support and information provided to families, 
work with clinicians to optimise treatment outcomes and link with researchers to 
improve the flow of information.  

 
OUR PEOPLE 
Board members 2024-25 

 

Megan Prictor 

Founding Director and 
Chair 

Susan Silveira 

Director 

 

Anu Mathew 

Director 

 

 
STRUCTURE & MANAGEMENT 
Cataract Kids Australia Limited is registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission (ACNC). It is a company limited by guarantee; ABN 26619252130. Cataract Kids 
Australia Limited is registered to fundraise in the following states and territories.  
 

 NSW fundraising number: CFN/24854 
 SA fundraising number: CCP3336 
 TAS fundraising number: C/10513 
 VIC fundraising number: FR0014566 

 
In the ACT, charities registered with the ACNC are exempt from requiring a license to fundraise in 
the ACT. Fundraising licenses are not required by the Northern Territory Government. 
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SECTION 2 GOVERNANCE AND ACTIVITIES 
 
 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
Megan Prictor  
 

I am proud to see Cataract Kids Australia fulfilling its mission as 
the national charity for children affected by cataract, as we 
continue in our 8th year of supporting, informing and advocating 
for children and families.   
 
We were delighted to reinstate our Microgrants scheme thanks 
to very generous financial support from our donors.  This 
scheme helps, in a small way, with the expenses associated 
with caring for a child affected by cataract, which can have a big 
impact on families. 
 

In 2024-5 we have focussed on building our research links in the area of cataract genetics.  
Cataract Kids Australia has been included in large grant applications led by the University 
of Tasmania and by Flinders University as a consumer partner.  We report some of the 
grant outcomes here and will have more to say next year!  
 
As always, thank you to Drs Susan Silveira (NextSense) and Anu Mathew (Royal Children’s 
Hospital) for their assistance, time and expertise in overseeing the organisation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Megan Prictor, Founding Director 
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OUR OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
 
A) High-quality information 
 
We have maintained our comprehensive website (www.cataractkids.org.au) which provides 
clear and reliable information for families. We had almost 1600 unique visits to the website 
in the reporting period.  The Cataract Kids Australia Facebook page helps to direct people 
to the website, as well as providing informational snapshots, and alerts to new research, 
webinars, fundraising opportunities and events. The Facebook page has 868 followers. 
Cataract Kids also regularly posts to the key Facebook groups, both in Australia and 
internationally, for parents of aphakic children. We promote the website to families and 
clinicians via social media, online and face to face events. 
 
b) Education and support to families 
 
We were delighted to reinstate our Microgrants scheme for families of children affected by 
cataract in the 2025 calendar year.  In the six months to June 2025 we provided a total of 
over $2800 in grants to 21 families. This funding scheme is designed to cover a wide range 
of expenses including eye patches, contact lenses, spectacles, out of pocket specialist 
costs, arm immobilisers, eye drops and even hospital parking fees. This is in recognition of 
the variety of costs affecting families of children with cataract that are not recoverable from 
any other source. Grants paid in the first half of 2025 were primarily for patches, glasses, 
contact lenses and specialist appointments.  
 
Throughout 2024-5 we held four ‘Cataract Kids Catch-Up’ online via Zoom. These have 
been very popular with families of both newly- diagnosed and older children and are 
attended by people across the country. They have been a valuable forum for sharing 
experiences and ideas, providing reliable information and problem solving.  
 
We also held two face-to-face meet-ups for families this year; one in Adelaide in November 
2024 and the other in Melbourne in February 2025.   
 
We provided one-on-one phone and email support to a number of families of both newly-
diagnosed and older babies and children affected by cataract. 
 
c) Advocating for improvements to clinical care 
 
In 2025 we were delighted to be a small part of a successful grant bid led by Dr. 
Emmanuelle Souzeau at Flinders University. The MRFF Genomics Health Futures Grant for 
the project EYE-GEN (Enhancing Access for Youth with Eye Disease to GENomic 
Services) totals $694,720 over the period 2025 to 2027. Genomic testing has a critical role 
in treating rare inherited eye diseases (childhood glaucoma, congenital cataracts, and 
retinoblastoma). Yet there is a gap in accessing genetics services identified by consumers. 
This project will explore barriers to accessing services through interviewing families 
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and healthcare professionals, and subsequent workshops with key stakeholders will 
develop and trial solutions. Outcomes will be evidence-based recommendations trialled for 
effective implementation.  Cataract Kids Australia is a research partner with the investigator 
team comprising Dr Emmanuelle Souzeau, Prof Christopher Barnett, Assoc Prof Sarah 
Cohen-Woods, Prof Jamie Craig, Prof Gillian Harvey, Prof David Mackey, Dr Jonathan 
Ruddle, Dr Sandra Staffieri, Dr Deepa Taranath, and Dr Lachlan Wheelhouse Knight. 
 
Further, our Director Megan Prictor presented to the final year orthoptics students at  
La Trobe University on congenital cataract in 2024, providing insight into the consumer 
experience of this condition.  
 
d) Advocating for research tailored to families’ needs 
 
In our next annual report we will share the outcome of an application led by Prof. Kathryn 
Burdon (University of Tasmania) to the National Health and Medical Research Council for a 
2025 Ideas Grant titled ‘Genomic Diagnosis in Paediatric Cataract: Providing Answers for 
Every Family’. This project is described as follows. Genetic tests are an important part of 
diagnosing and managing inherited childhood cataract, but nearly half of children tested 
have an inconclusive result. This is partly because we do not know all the genes to test for, 
or which variants in those genes are causative. This project will improve the success rate of 
genetic tests for this potentially blinding disease by identifying the genes involved in and 
understanding which variants in those genes lead to cataract.  Cataract Kids Australia is a 
consumer partner in this grant bid.   
 
Cataract Kids Australia was also included in a 2025 bid to the BrightFocus Foundation for 
glaucoma research, led by Prof. Burdon, to examine genetic risk factors contributing to the 
individual risk of a child developing glaucoma following cataract surgery. If successful, this 
project will generate knowledge about using genetic information to predict or prevent 
glaucoma following cataract surgery.    
 
We also accepted an invitation to join the Delphi panel for a new Paediatric Australian and 
New Zealand Cataract Registry (PANZCAT). 
 
e) Disseminating research findings 
 
We continue to use our website and social media to highlight journal articles reporting on 
high-quality research relevant to childhood cataract, and to respond to individual requests 
for research information relevant to cataract.   
 
f) Building partnerships 
 
Cataract Kids Australia continues to partner with Orthoptics Australia (OA) through a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), working together to deliver a uniform message to 
the public, the professions, government, and other stakeholders on matters concerning 
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children with cataracts. We are grateful to OA for this opportunity to increase awareness of 
our organisation, and childhood cataract more broadly, amongst their membership. Director 
Megan Prictor attended the Orthoptics Australia and Royal Australian and New Zealand 
College of Ophthalmology conferences in November 2024 in Adelaide. She also attended 
the Doctor of Optometry Student Conference at the University of Melbourne in September 
2024.   
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

After the Orthoptics 
Australia and RANZCO 
conferences, we held a 

family meet-up, in Adelaide 
(November 2024) 

For the second time we held a 
Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser in 
Thomastown, Melbourne 
(February 2025).  
 
Close to $2000 was raised for 
children affected by cataract.  
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SECTION 3 OUR FINANCES 

 
 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2024-5 
 

Profit & Loss for Period ending 30th June 2025 

   
            

   
            

Balance carried forward (June 2024)  8624.74             

   
            

Item  TOTAL             

INCOME   
            

Donations  12263.12             

Other fundraising  2609.86             

Interest  0.95             

   
            

Total Income   14873.93             

   
            

EXPENDITURE   
            

Domestic travel and accommodation  -1109.62             

Microgrants  -2704.96             

Website and online meetings  -779.35             

Insurance  -638.61             

Fundraising expenses  -1157.53             

Events  -1633.36             

   
            

Total Debits   -8023.43             

                  

Balance at 30 June 2025   15475.24             

   
            

   
            

   
            

Balance  TOTAL             

Represented by:   
            

Gift Fund Account  15360.22             

Operating Account  115.02             

   
            

Total    15475.24             

 
 
Note: As a 'small' charity (see https://www.acnc.gov.au/tools/topic-guides/charity-size) Cataract Kids Australia is not obliged to 
have its financial statements reviewed or audited. It complies with requirements to submit an Annual Information Statement to 
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission.
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CONTACT US 

 
Email info@cataractkids.org.au  
www.cataractkids.org.au  
facebook.com/cataractkidsaustralia/ 
winstagram.com/cataractkidsaustralia/ 

 
Phone 0407 885580 
 

 


